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systematic philosopher of today." And, thirdly, to venture a transla- 
tion that is free withal : " The business of the philosophy of the future is 
no abstract metaphysics that loses itself in what is only empty and 
barren, but extraction of a spiritual life from the inner and outer 
experiences of humanity. The instability, whether of rationalism or 
materialism, of realism or positivism, cannot but lead to a spiritual 
reality back of what appears to the senses ; and this reality philosophy 
has to seek. Using the rich harvest of recent historical study, philoso- 
phy must strive for a standpoint that will transcend the detached notions 
of one time or another, transfiguring the world and bringing new forces 
into life. But to this end great power of comprehension .... and 
bold leadership are indispensable" (pp. 483-4). 

Such "conclusions" — the tribute to what has been, the summary, 
and the exhortation or prophecy — are eminently respectable, but, with- 
out meaning to underrate a book that has cost a great deal of labor and 
that is very well done so far as it goes, we are bound to say that they do 
not seem to us to represent very much achievement. They are very 
near to being conclusions in place and form only, not in substance. 
But has the historian a right to draw conclusions that are substantial ? 
All depends upon what history is. If it is only objective record, cer- 
tainly not. Of course, objective records are useful, but it is perhaps 
the chief burden of this review that history, or even Geschichte, is a 
name that calls for other usage in these times. 

Alfred H. Lloyd. 
The University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

The Divine Drama. The Manifestation of God in the Uni- 
verse. By Granville Ross Pike. New York : The Mac- 
millan Co., 1898. Pp. 378. $1.50. 

This, which is a thoroughly modern statement of theoretical and 
practical religion, is such a book as many Christians have declared to 
be impossible. It is strictly monistic in philosophy and unswervingly 
evolutionary in theory, while at the same time it is searchingly ethical 
in effect and profoundly religious in spirit. The doctrine is very sim- 
ple. God, who is conscious and self-determined love and goodness, is 
perpetually bringing forth all existence from his own being. All exist- 
ence is spiritual, since it is the offspring of God and expresses God ; and 
God is moving on through the successive changes of his universe, to the 
production of what is more and more spiritual and like himself, until, 
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having produced man, he shall have brought him to his own full fellow- 
ship and likeness. To man, therefore, as a spirit, God is true father 
and natural home ; sin is " contrary to the very heart of the universe ; " 
the will and character of God, revealed in Christ most clearly, form the 
law of living, and fraternal life with his fellows is the only right and 
normal social life. In this manner the relation of God to his creatures 
is made the key to the meaning of the unconscious world, the ground 
of ethics, the inspiration of religion, the basis of society, and the hope 
of mankind. The author makes the social life of man as important 
in religion as the personal. He traces out the manifold applications 
of his one principle in the relations of men, and treats the pressing 
social problems as elements in the religious life, bringing to them all 
the one solution. 

The book is thus an important sign of the times, and a hopeful one. 
Perhaps some readers may doubt whether the combination of monism, 
evolution, ethics, and religion can be consistently held ; but the author's 
main position, stated in the first few pages, should be carefully con- 
sidered before the possibility is denied. We have no pantheism here : we 
have a God in whom alone is the perfect personality, acting himself out in 
the universe, and training human persons, through ethics and religion, 
for his own fellowship. It is plain that we have here a strong and 
joyful utterance of ethical fidelity and Christian faith, coming from a 
realm of thought where such utterances have not generally been 
expected. In this all Christians should rejoice. 

William N. Clarke. 

Colgate University, 
Hamilton, N. Y. 

The Religion of Babylonia and Assyria.' By Morris Jastrow, 
Jr., Ph.D., Professor of Semitic Languages in the University 
of Pennsylvania. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1898. Pp. xvi -j- 
780. %i. 

As Jastrow remarks in his preface, the time has not yet come for 
an exhaustive treatise on the religion of Babylonia and Assyria. The 
time has come, however, for gathering together, arranging, and sys- 
tematizing the results already obtained, and for giving them to the 
public in convenient and readable form. Jastrow has attempted to do 
this, and, in our opinion, he has performed this most difficult task 

" " Handbooks on the History of Religions." 



